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It is with mixed feelings that we officially finished our time
with INF on Sunday 14th March (as per Megan's work
permit). We are now on tourist visas until April 23rd
when we will fly back to the UK. We have been with BMS
partner INF for 14 years, firstly in Surkhet and then for
the last four years in Pokhara. We know this is the right
move for us at this time, but still we are sad to be saying
goodbye to all the friends we have made.
We have eaten a lot of goodbye cake recently!

And done a lot of travelling – long dusty journeys and
traffic jams. On 24th March it took almost 14 hours to
travel back to Pokhara from Surkhet, after we had gone
there for a few days to say our goodbyes to the team
there.
To give a little update on our ongoing plans: since we
returned to Nepal back in February, a lot has happened
towards developing our new roles and living situation.
As we considered our wider role of supporting partner
organisations of BMS across Asia, we were thinking
and discussing specifically about where the base for
this would be. It was becoming clear that what we
needed was for one of the partners in one of the
countries to support a visa for us. To cut a long story
short, we are now in serious discussions with a BMS
partner who is prepared to give us flexibility to reach out
in the wider role of partner support, but with them being
the partner that will get a large proportion of our time
supporting their work. The great thing is that this
partner is in Kathmandu! As well as ongoing
discussions between this partner and BMS, we had
meetings with them in Kathmandu on 17th March.

It has all happened quite quickly and there are still a few
things to confirm between all concerned, but all seems to
be moving forward nicely, which will make the coming
few weeks somewhat easier – we will just load most
things onto a truck and send it to Kathmandu rather than
having to decide what to ship to another country and
what to sell! Also, of course, we will not have to face

In these days, we are thankful:
- For the lovely farewells we have had so far.
- For our potential new home and that the timing of it
being empty and ready for us is perfect.
- Flights to UK are booked and we can see Carl and
family again soon and hopefully be there when their third
child enters the world in July.

acclimatising to a whole new culture and language for
our daily lives.
As with everyone in these days, all our plans do depend
on the situation with Covid and how that may develop.
Things had settled here to very few new cases or deaths
and so in many ways life is going on as normal.
Precautions are still being followed with face masks,
distancing and well managed gatherings, but people are
generally out and about and thus we have been able to
travel around and meet people. We have also been
going to church though all sitting a metre apart and all
wearing masks. However, cases have been rising a bit in
India and so border controls are being tightened and
there were rumours of another lockdown being enforced
here in Nepal, but for now the situation is being managed
by limiting movement into the country and testing all on
arrival.

But we value prayer:
- For emotional strength with ongoing farewells,
especially saying goodbye to the family downstairs here
in Pokhara (our landlord, wife and 2 sons).
- For wisdom as we pack and that we can get
everything ready in timely manner
- That the covid-related lockdown that is being spoken
about here in Nepal will not affect our ability to move
and settle.
- That the situation in UK will allow us to meet more
people during this coming stay.
- That we will be able to visit our daughter and son-inlaw in South Korea on our way back to Nepal in August
and meet their new son (due August 1)
- That we will somehow be able to meet up with our
other son and family in Vietnam sometime soon.

Thank you as always for your love and support. With our
love and prayers for all of you too in these strange times
of separation and uncertainty.
Alan and Megan
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